
The Concord Middle School Building Committee Report: Schematic Design Progress and Schedule 

 

Schematic Design Phase Continues 

The Committee and professional team are continuing their work to refine the building design.  This 

includes engaging with Concord Middle School teachers and staff as well as Town of Concord employees 

who share their subject matter expertise and local knowledge to help the architects advance key areas of 

the project design.  Areas of study are the site plan, interior and exterior designs, mechanical electric 

engineering, and plumbing (MEP), sustainability, safety, and security, as well as furniture, fixtures, 

equipment (FF&E) and technology.  A sample of considerations for each area include: 

 

Site Design:                                traffic, circulation, parking, off-site improvements, landscape elements 

and materials. 

 

Exterior and Interior Design:      review of exterior design including form, materials, large interior spaces 

such as the gym, auditorium and dining area, typical classrooms, and 

corridors as well as materials for floors, walls, and ceilings, 

 

FF&E, Technology:                   focus on the type and amount of equipment that will need to be 

purchased, review of equipment selection, and the approach to 

technology deployment, 

 

MEP and Sustainability             review of sustainable design features and components which increase 

energy efficiency and water reduction, selection of MEP systems, 

selection of low and no VOC and renewable materials, and review of site 

design elements which contribute to environmentally friendly design; 

and, 

 

Safety & Security                      selection of safety and security systems including access control. 

 

The Committee views and shapes these project decisions through multiple lenses that include creating an 

exceptional educational facility that meets the goals of the CPS education plan and delivering the new 

building in a way that is sensitive to the tax impacts on Concord residents with a project budget that is 

consistent with the level discussed at Town Meeting when the Feasibility Study was approved.      

 

Part of their efforts to meet budget goals requires making the necessary amendments to the preliminary 

concepts outlined in the Feasibility Study in the Schematic Design Phase.  Some of these changes have 

included making the building footprint more compact and linear, committing to a masonry exterior, 

removing maker space and the alternative physical education space to address community requests to 

increase the size of the auditorium and gymnasium, using flexible sprinkler pipe connections, and not 

bringing natural gas to the building for kitchen and laboratory uses.   

 
The Schematic Design Phase of the project is expected to last through the end of November.  When  

completed, the Schematic Design Drawings will be shared with two independent cost estimating  

professionals that will independently estimate and deliver one reconciled independent estimate that will 

 inform the total project cost.  This reconciled cost estimate and Schematic Design Report will provide  

Concord residents with the necessary information to make an informed decision to whether they want to  

move forward with the completion of the design, construction documents and construction of the new  

school building at a Town Meeting and ballot. 

 

Next Meeting  

 



The Concord Middle School Building Committee           August 27 at 7:30am via zoom 

 

(Note:  Subcommittees including the Design Subcommittee and Sustainability Subcommittee are working  

to hold meetings in August, when scheduled, these dates and times will be available at   

www.cmsbuildingproject.org.  

 

 

Concord Middle School Building Committee Contact Information 

Interested individuals can find all relevant materials regarding the Concord Middle School Building 

Committee including meeting dates, agendas, and minutes as well as reports that led to the Town Meeting 

Warrant Article at www.concordps.org/cms-building-project.  For questions and comments, individuals 

can email the Committee at msbc@concordps.org or utilize the form on the web page, 

www.cmsbuildingproject.org. 
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