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Space Summary Recommendations from the CMSBC Design 
Subcommittee Accepted

Members of the Concord Middle School Building Committee (CMSBC) 
voted unanimously to accept a space summary recommendation for the 
proposed new school building.  The proposal, developed by the CMSBC 
Design Subcommittee, supports the project’s educational plan, including 
appropriate academic spaces for the team model of education delivery.  
This approach enables teams of core content teachers to share the 
instruction for a group of students, enhancing social relationships as well 
as interdisciplinary and cooperative learning.  Delivering a new building 
that facilitates the team model was identified by teachers, administrators, 
as well as members of the School and Building Committees as a priority for 
the new building.  A modified team approach is currently being utilized in 
the two existing middle school buildings.

In addition to classrooms, the space summary outlines critical elements 
for a middle school such as space for performing and visual arts, physical 
education, teacher planning, an auditorium, a media center/library, and 
lunch programs. Recommendations on these spaces were informed by 
the educational plan, community input on both academic and community 
use, subject matter expert input from the project’s design team as well as 
the expertise of individual CMSBC members.  The community input was 
garnered from multiple public forums, listening sessions with more than 
fifteen community organizations, public testimony at the CMSBC meetings, 
and correspondence to the Committee.

The Design Subcommittee worked with the design team to ensure that 
there was maximum flexibility with all spaces.  Highlights of the space 
summary recommendations include a 7,000sf gymnasium, a one-grade 
level auditorium, a 3,400sf media center/library, a 1,600sf alternate 
physical education space and a 1,000sf maker space.

The 7,000sf gymnasium would be able to be configured to support one 
MIAA regulation-size court for a game scenario with fan space or two 
basketball courts for practice.  Following deliberations at the CMSBC 
meeting on March 4th, the design team was charged with exploring 
incremental increases in the size of the gymnasium up to adding 6,000sf 
which would allow for two regulation basketball courts.  That analysis will 
include how enlarging the gymnasium would impact the educational plan 
as well as how the new school will comply with local regulations limiting 
impervious surface lot coverage of the proposed building footprint on 
the site (15% limit). Additional questions regarding budget and eventual 
operating cost implications will also be studied.

Tom Lucey 
excerpt from 3/4/2021 CMSBC Report
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