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603 CMR 28.00: Special Education 

 
 

The purpose of 603 CMR 28.00 is to ensure that 
eligible Massachusetts students receive special 

education services designed to develop the student's 
individual educational potential in the least restrictive 
environment in accordance with applicable state and 

federal laws.  



School Facilities 

 Facilities. The school district shall provide facilities and 
classrooms for eligible students to maximize the inclusion of 
such students into the life of the school.  
 

 Facilities and classrooms serving only students with 
disabilities shall be at least equal in all physical respects to the 
average standards of general education facilities and 
classrooms.  
 

 Resource rooms and separate classrooms for students with 
disabilities shall be given the same priority as general 
education programs for access to and use of instructional and 
other space in public schools in order to minimize the 
separation or stigmatization of eligible students.  



Instructional support 

 The District shall implement the plan developed and adopted 
by the district to ensure that efforts have been made or will be 
made to meet the needs of diverse learners in the general 
education program. The District shall promote instructional 
practices responsive to student needs and shall ensure that 
adequate instructional support is available for students and 
teachers.  
 

 Instructional support shall include remedial instruction for 
students, consultative services for teachers, availability of 
reading instruction at the elementary level, appropriate 
services for linguistic minority students, and other services 
consistent with effective educational practices and the 
requirements of M.G.L. c. 71B, § 2. 
 



Instructional Support 

 
 The principal may consult with the Administrator of 

Special Education regarding accommodations and 
interventions for students. Such efforts and their results 
shall be documented and placed in the student record.  
 

 Additionally, if an individual student is referred for an 
evaluation to determine eligibility for special education, 
the principal shall ensure that documentation on the use 
of instructional support services for the student is 
provided as part of the evaluation information reviewed 
by the Team when determining eligibility.  
 

   
     



Referrals and Assessments 

• When a student is referred for an evaluation to determine eligibility for special education, the school 
district shall send written notice to the student's parent(s) within five school days of receipt of the 
referral. 

• The student may be referred by the parent or the district 
 

• The district must complete an assessment in all areas related to the suspected disability.  
• Each person conducting an assessment shall summarize in writing the procedures employed, 

the results, and the diagnostic impression, and shall define in detail and in educationally 
relevant and common terms, the student's needs, offering explicit means of meeting them 

• Summaries of assessments shall be completed prior to discussion by the Team and, upon 
request, shall be made available to the parents at least two days in advance of the Team 
discussion at the meeting occurring pursuant to 603 CMR 28.05(1).  
 

Annual reviews and three-year reevaluations.  
• The school district shall review the IEPs and the progress of each eligible student at least 

annually. Additionally, every three years, or sooner if necessary, the school district shall, with 
parental consent, conduct a full three-year reevaluation consistent with the requirements of 
federal law. 



Convening the TEAM 

Within 45 school working days after receipt of a parent's written 
consent to an initial evaluation or reevaluation, the school district 
shall:  
 
Provide an evaluation; convene a Team meeting to review the 
evaluation data, determine whether the student requires special 
education and, if required, develop an IEP in accordance with state 
and federal laws;  
 
And provide the parents with two copies of the proposed IEP and 
proposed placement, except that the proposal of placement may be 
delayed according to the provisions of 603 CMR 28.06(2)(e); or, if the 
Team determines that the student is not eligible for special education, 
the school district shall send a written explanation of the finding that 
the student is not eligible.  



Convening the TEAM 

The evaluation assessments shall be completed within 30 
school working days after receipt of parental consent for 
evaluation. Summaries of such assessments shall be 
completed so as to ensure their availability to parents at 
least two days prior to the Team meeting.  
 
If consent is received within 30 to 45 school working days 
before the end of the school year, the school district shall 
ensure that a Team meeting is scheduled so as to allow for 
the provision of a proposed IEP or written notice of the 
finding that the student is not eligible no later than 14 days 
after the end of the school year. 

 



Contents of the IEP 

 Upon determining that the student requires special education and based 
upon the evaluative data, the Team shall write an IEP for the student and 
decide the student's placement. The IEP shall describe the special 
education and related services that the student requires and shall include 
all elements required under federal and state law. 
 

 (a) The IEP shall include specially designed instruction to meet the needs of 
the individual student and related services that are necessary to allow the 
student to benefit from the specially designed instruction, or may consist 
solely of related services that are necessary to allow the student to access 
the general curriculum, consistent with federal and state requirements.  
 

 (b) The Team shall carefully consider the general curriculum, the learning 
standards of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks, the curriculum of 
the district, and shall include specially designed instruction or related 
services in the IEP designed to enable the student to progress effectively in 
the content areas of the general curriculum.  
 



A C C O M M O D A T I O N S  A N D  M O D I F I C A T I O N S . . . .  
A R E  T H E Y  T H E  S A M E ?   

 
 
 

M O D I F I C A T I O N :  T H E  W H A T . . . .   
A C C O M M O D A T I O N :  T H E  H O W . . . .   

 

Accomodations and 
Modifications 



Accommodations vs Modifications 

 
 

 



Accommodations vs. Modifications 



Following the IEP 

It’s the law- The signed IEP is a legal contract  
 



• A S  A  D I S T R I C T  W E  M U S T  M E E T  T H E  D I V E R S E  
L E A R N I N G  S T Y L E S  O F  A L L  S T U D E N T S  I N  O R D E R  T O  
A C H I E V E  T H E  O B J E C T I V E  O F  I N C L U S I O N  I N  T H E  
G E N E R A L  E D U C A T I O N  C L A S S R O O M  

 
• W E  M U S T  C O L L A B O R A T E  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T E  T O  

A C C O M M O D A T E  D I V E R S E  L E A R N I N G  S T Y L E S  O F  A L L  
S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  G E N E R A L  E D U C A T I O N  C L A S S R O O M  

• Email 
• In house clinics 
• Common planning time 
• Coordination meetings/ supervision meetings with 

paraprofessionals. 
 
 

Inclusion and Collaboration 



End of Presentation 

The Special Education Regulations in full can be found at: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr28.html 
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr28.html
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